MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL

ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND
ROGER BERLINER CHAIRMAN
COUNCILMEMBER TRANSPORTATION, INFRASTRUCTURE
DISTRICT | ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

January 14, 2013

Dear Colleagues,

Next week I will be introducing a package of 13 energy/environmental measures
that are designed to ensure that Montgomery County remains at the sustainability
forefront. I would be pleased to have you cosponsor some or all of these measures.

These measures focus on renewable energy, energy efficiency, transportation, and
government accountability. I have attached a fact sheet that gives a brief description of
each of them, and of course would be happy to discuss any of them in greater detail
should you have questions.

I was inspired by our Council’s decision to assert its leadership in the context of
reducing the gap in income disparities by passing a local minimum wage law. I think all
of us appreciate that the federal government has become so dysfunctional that we can
expect little progress on many of the issues we care deeply about. Indeed, Bruce Katz of
Brookings recently described the federal government as a “large health insurance
company with an army.” His thesis, which I share, is that our governing paradigm has
shifted from a top down led by the federal government to a bottom up led by local
governments like ours.

I say all of this because we need to do more if we are to address climate change.
It is obviously not a hoax and we know what we need to do to address it. We need to use
less energy and cleaner energy. Period. This package of bills is taken in many instances
from what other leading jurisdictions are doing — from Chicago to Seattle to California
and New York states. They are a mix of leading by example, rewarding green
businesses, supporting market forces, adopting more exacting standards, and holding our
county government accountability.

Holding ourselves accountable is important. When the Council passed a similar
package in 2008, we tasked a Sustainability Working Group with the principle
responsibility for guiding our County to achieve our formal goal of reducing greenhouse
gas emissions by 80 percent by 2050. It is time now to make this a core government
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responsibility, and this package includes a measure that will create an Office of
Sustainability within DEP whose principal responsibility will be to monitor how we are

doing and to help develop the policies and practices that will get us to where we need to
be.

[ hope you will join me in making sure Montgomery County burnishes its
reputation as a community that embraces sustainability at our core.

Sincerely,



FACT SHEET ON
COUNCILMEMBER BERLINER'’S 14 ENERGY/ENVIRONMENT LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES

Councilmember Roger Berliner (D-1), Chair of the Montgomery County Transportation,
Infrastructure, Energy & Environment Committee, will be introducing 13 energy/environmental
measures on January 21. The measures are designed to underscore and support the County’s
commitment to sustainability and would (1) promote increased energy efficiency; (2) increase use of
renewable energy; (3) decrease consumption of gasoline and support electric vehicles; and (4) create
more accountability and responsibility within County government for achieving the County’s goal of
reducing greenhouse gas emissions 80% by 2050. Below is a brief description of each of these
measures:

Renewable Energy

* Renewable Energy Purchasing --50% Renewables by 2015; 100% by 2020 — Today the
County purchases approximately 30% of its energy from renewable energy resources.
Washington, DC; Austin, Texas; and Portland, Oregon are already at 100% renewable
energy.

* Renewables Onsite — This bill, modeled after a recently passed law in Prince George’s
County, would require new or extensively remodeled county buildings, to generate at least
1 kilowatt of renewable energy for every 1,000 square feet of floor area.

e Greentaping Solar -- One of the impediments to increased solar utilization is the cost and
time involved in getting permits. This measure, patterned after a successful program in
Chicago, requires our Department of Permitting Services to devise an expedited and less
costly process for solar related permits.

e Solar Zoning Accommodation— Current set back requirements limit the use of solar in
residential dwellings. This ZTA would modestly amend our zoning laws to permit solar to
extend 2 feet into the side or rear setback.

Energy Efficiency

*  Benchmarking Buildings -- This legislation, modeled after laws in New York, Chicago, and
the District of Columbia, would require building owners to measure the energy efficiency of
their buildings, make that information public, and periodically commit to ensuring that their
energy efficiency equipment is working properly. It is designed to work with the recently
passed PACE program to create market based incentives for building owners to increase the
efficiency of their buildings. Information provided would aid tenants in forecasting future
utility costs.

 Silver LEED for New Buildings — Current county law requires new commercial buildings to be
LEED certified, while county buildings must meet the more environmentally stringent Silver
standard. This bill would require all new commercial buildings to meet Silver LEED.




e Cost of Carbon -- The use of conventional fuels, particularly coal, extracts a cost on society
that is not reflected in its price. These “external” costs should be factored into the
cost/benefit calculations that the county utilizes when it assesses the potential for energy
efficiency improvements. This bill would require the County to use EPA’s “social cost of
carbon” calculation or a comparable methodology for those purposes.

e LED Street Lighting -- it is generally recognized that LED lighting is far more energy efficient
and requires far less maintenance. This bill would require DOT, upon the expiration of its
current contract for street lighting, to contract with an LED company.

Transportation

® EV Infrastructure — Electric Vehicles will only become mainstream when there are sufficient
charging stations to inspire confidence in the public. California recently passed legislation
requiring all new buildings over a certain size to be “EV ready.” This ZTA would require all
new buildings to install 1 EV charging station for every 50 parking spaces.

e Greentaping EV stations — Just as in solar installations, EV charging stations can be subject to
a lengthy and costly permitting process. This bill would require DPS to institute an
expedited and less costly permitting process.

e Teleworking -- Teleworking is becoming far more common and accepted. Other
jurisdictions, including Fairfax, have made significantly more progress in establishing
teleworking goals and meeting them. This legislation would require the County Executive to
publish regulations that set forth a definitive teleworking policy and a requirement to
designate a telecommuting manager.

Government Incentives & Accountability

* Create an Office of Sustainability within DEP — This bill would create a new Office of
Sustainability within DEP. When the Council passed legislation in 2008, it tasked a
Sustainability Working Group with the responsibility of guiding our County’s greenhouse gas
reduction implementation. It is now time to make this a fundamental responsibility of the
county government and to hold ourselves accountable.

* County Green Certified Businesses — The County has created a program whereby a local
business can be “green certified” by adopting good sustainable practices. This bill calls
upon the County Executive to issue regulations that would give a preference in contracting
to local businesses that are green certified. Do you also want to require a green certification
tool box on the county’s website or is there already one?




